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The economic crisis of the last five years has pushed Hispanic children and youth deeper and
deeper into an abyss of poverty, hunger, homelessness and despair. Hispanic children and youth
continue to face multiple risks from birth and throughout life that increase the danger of their
becoming part of the Cradle to Prison Pipeline® crisis that leads to dead end lives.

Poverty
Poverty destroys childhood and can destroy children. In 2011, 16.1 million children — more than one
in five — were poor.”

e Hispanic chlldren are nearly three times as likely to be poor (34.1 percent) as White children
(12.5 percent).?

. Hlspanlc children are two-and-a-half times as likely as White children to live in extreme
poverty.’ Extreme poverty is defined as half of the poverty level or less ($11,511 for a family
of four in 2011).*

* The 6 million Hispanic children living in poverty in 2011 r tPresented an increase of more
than 2.4 million poor Hispanic children in the last decade.

e Hispanic children under five are the third-poorest group of children after young American
Indian and young Black children.® Nearly 36 percent of young Hispanic children are poor
compared to 15.0 percent of young White children. Young Hispanic chlldren are almost two-
and-a-half times as likely as White children to live in extreme poverty.’

Family Structure & Income
Poverty can fray family bonds. Children are left without family support systems and often face
daunting challenges.

Family Structure
* Nearly 70 percent of poor Hispanic families with children have at least one working family
member.?

* Sixty-seven percent of Hispanic children live with two parents, compared to 77 percent of
White children.®

* Twenty-seven percent of Hispanic children live with only their mother. Hispanic children are
more than one-and-a-half times as likely to live with their mother only as are White children.™

«  Hispanic children are almost twice as likely as White children to have a parent in prison."’
Births to Unmarried Mothers and Teens

* Hispanic babies were almost twice as likely as White babies to be born to an unmarried
mother in 2010."

. HispanieSbabies were more than twice as likely as White babies to be born to a teen mother
in 2010.
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Income

* Hispanic families with children have a median income just over half that of White families.
In 2011 the median income for Hispanic families with children was $37,361, compared to
$72,029 for White families.™

* The median income for a Hispanic female-headed household with one or more children and
W|thout a husband present was $21,766, about $4,000 above the poverty level for a family of
three.'® Nearly half of Hispanic female-headed families with children were poor.'®

Health

Many of the health problems Hispanic children face can be attributed to the effects of poverty.
Poverty stacks the odds against children before birth and decreases their chance of being born
healthy and at normal birthweight. Lack of prenatal care, low birthweight, poor health and being
uninsured put young Hispanic children at high risk of entering the Cradle fo Prison Pipeline.

Hispanic Babies Are Born at a Disadvantage.

* Hispanic babies were more than twice as likely as White babies to be born to mothers who
receiv1ed late or no prenatal care in 18 of the 27 states for which data are available for
2009."

Hispanic Children Are More Likely to be Uninsured and in Poorer Health.
* Hispanic children are over one-and-a-half times as likely as White children to be uninsured.
One in six Hispanic children is uninsured, compared to one in 10 White children."®

+  More than one in 10 Hispanic children has asthma.’® When uncontrolled, asthma can affect
a child’s ablllty to learn and sleep, and require hospital treatment or visits to the emergency
department.?

» Hispanic children and teens are more than one-and-a-half times as likely as White children
and teens to be obese. Almost 40 percent of Hispanic children and teens were overweight or
obese in 2009-2010.%

Early Childhood Development & School Readiness

Disparities in development and school readiness are very much evident in the early stages of
children’s development. Many of these disparities can be traced to low socioeconomic status which
is highly connected to race and ethnicity and other demographic characteristics. Young Hispanic
children often score lower than White children on measures of proficiency and cognitive
development. They are at risk of being funneled into the prison pipeline early in life.

Hlspanlc Children Fall Behind Early On
At nine months there is no significant difference between Hispanic and White babies in terms
of cognitive development but by 24 months a large gap develops, with Hispanic babies
scoring lower than White babies 2

* At age four Hispanic children scored significantly behind White children in their proficiency in
letter, number and shape recognition.?

Too Many Hispanic Children Enter School Behind
* Hispanic infants and toddlers are less likely to have regular mealtimes and have far fewer
books than White children.”*

* On average, Hispanic children arrive at klndergarten and/or first grade with lower levels of
school readiness than White children.?



Education

A lack of a quality education contributes to the devastating Cradle to Prison Pipeline. The
overrepresentation of poor and minority children in grade retention, out-of-school suspensions and
special education have interacted with low teacher expectations to contribute to these children’s
discouragement, low self-esteem and disengagement from school. Poor Hispanic children
experience less-qualified teachers, inadequate education facilities and few resources. Hispanic
children experience too few Hispanic teachers in the classroom. Only seven percent of public
school teachers are Hispanic.?®

The Achievement Gap
* Hispanic children continue to fall further and further behind as they progress through school:

* In fourth grade 82 percent of Hispanic public school students cannot read at grade
level and 76 percent cannot do math at grade level; *’

* In eighth grade 82 of Hispanic public school students cannot read at grade level and
80 percent cannot do math at grade level;*®

* Hispanic students score lower than all other racial/ethnic groups except Black
students on the ACT and SAT college entrance exams.*

Teacher Experience and School Curriculum

* Fifteen percent of teachers in schools with the most Black and Hispanic students are in their
first or second year of teaching compared to eight percent of teachers in schools serving the
fewest Black and Hispanic students.*

* Hispanic children are 25 percent of students in districts offering gifted and talented education
programs but only 16 percent of students enrolled in those programs.®’

* Sixty-two percent of schools serving the most Black and Hispanic students offer Algebra Il
compared to 82 percent of high schools serving the fewest Black and Hispanic students.*?

High School Dropouts
*  Sixty-six percent of Hispanic students graduate from high school within four years of starting
ninth grade compared to 82 percent of White students.*

« Twenty-nine percent of the nation’s Hispanic students in 2008 attended one of the 1,700
“dropout factories,” high schools where less than 60 percent of the freshman class graduate
in four years; only eight percent of the nation’s White students attended such schools.*

College or Prison?
* Hispanic adults age 18 and over in 2008 represented 12 percent of the total college student
population, but 16 percent of the total prison population.*

*  Thirty-two percent of Hispanic young adults 18 to 24 were enrolled in institutions of higher
education in 2010, compared to 43 percent of White young adults.*

Job Status & Income of Young Adults

The recession has created an extremely difficult labor market for all youth, but minority youth face
the harshest impact. Hispanic college graduates compared to other college graduates, for example,
have the second highest unemployment rate.” This bodes ill for Hispanic wealth creation.

Employment and Unemployment
« As of September 2012 one in seven Hispanic young adults 16 to 24 was unemployed.*



An average of more than one-third of Hispanic high school graduates ages 17 to 20 was
unemployed from April 2011 to March 2012.

In the same time period, the average unemployment rate for young Hispanic college
graduates ages 21 to 24 was the highest of all racial/ethnic groups at 13.2 percent. For
White college grads the same age, the average unemployment rate was 8.7 percent.*

The unemployment rate for Hispanic males age 20 and over (7.6 percent) was nearly one-
and-a-half times the unemployment rate for White males (6.2 percent) in September 2012.*

An analysis of 2008 data found that the employment rate among Hispanic male dropouts
(excluding those in jail or prison) was 80 percent; this rate fell to 75 percent when inmates
were included in the population count.*’

Income

Hispanic males ages 25 to 64 are more likely to have a lower income than White males with
similar educational backgrounds. In 2011, the gap in median earnings between Hispanic and
White males with some high school education but no diploma was nearly $5,000. The gap
between Hispanic and White males with master’s degrees was over $25,000.*

In 2011, White high school graduates ages 25 to 64 earned an average of $31,497,
compared to $25,372 for Hispanic graduates. For those with a bachelor’s degree or higher,
the median earnings were $56,557 for White graduates and $45,669 for Hispanic
graduates.*

Wealth & Asset Development
All parents and caregivers aspire to support their children and assist them in doing better in life than
previous generations did. But the future outlook for many is bleak.

The average wealth of White households was 18 times that of Hispanic households in 2009.
This4i43 the largest gap observed since these data were first published a quarter century
ago.

The recession hit Hispanic households particularly hard, with the average wealth for this
group dropping by 66 percent from 2005 to 2009, the largest decline of any group. The
average wealth for White households dropped just 16 percent.*’

The typical Hispanic household had a net worth (assets minus debts) of $6,325 in 2009
compared to $113,149 for White households. Hispanic households were more than twice as
likely as White households to have zero or negative net worth, with almost a third of Hispanic
households in this situation.*

Minority households are more than twice as likely as White households to be “asset poor,”
meaning that a household does not have enough net worth to live at the poverty level for
three months in the absence of income. In 2009, 44 percent of minority households were
asset poor compared to 20 percent of White households.*’

Hispanic homeowners were almost twice as likely to be affected by the housing crisis as
White households. More than a quarter of all Hispanic borrowers with a mortgage that
started between 2004 and 2008 had lost their home to foreclosure by early 2011 or were
seriously delinquent, meaning that they were 60 days or more late in their payments or were
in the process of foreclosure.*®



Violence
Family violence, gun violence and community violence threaten children’s sense of security, hope
and vision for the future. They push children deeper into the prison pipeline.

Child Abuse and Neglect

More than one in five victims of child abuse and neglect in 2010 were Hispanic.*

In 2010, 16.6 percent of deaths from child maltreatment were Hispanic children.*

Gun Violence

While the annual number of firearm deaths of White children and teens decreased by 45
percent between 1990 and 2009, the deaths of Hispanic children and teens decreased by
only 24 percent.””

One in five children and teens killed by firearms in 2009 was Hispanic. Hispanic males ages
15 to 19 were three times as likely as White males in the same age group to be killed in a
firearm homicide in 2009.%

Eighty-two percent of firearm deaths of Hispanic children and teens in 2009 were homicides
(462) and 16 percent were suicides; among White children and teens just under half of all
firearm deaths in 2009 were homicides (730) and 46 percent were suicides.®®

Involvement in the Juvenile & Adult Criminal Justice Systems
Children of color are grossly overrepresented in the juvenile justice system. Involvement in the
system is associated with poorer outcomes later in life in health, education and economic mobility.

Juvenile Arrests and Incarceration

Nationally, Hispanic youth are almost twice as likely as White youth to be detained in a

juvenile correctional facility. Over 70 percent of them are detained for non-violent offenses. >

Compared to White youth, Hispanic youth are estimated to be:
o 16 percent more likely to be adjudicated delinquent (“found guilty” in juvenile court)
o 41 percent more likely to receive an out-of-home correctional placement
o 43 percent more likely to be waived into the adult system.55

On June 25, 2012, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that juveniles could not be subject to
mandatory life sentences without the possibility of parole. Of the approximately 2,500
juveniles across the nation serving life sentences, the Supreme Court decision could change
the sentences of more than 2,000 of them.*® A 2009 study found that 12 percent of juveniles
serving life sentences without parole were Hispanic, but this rate was much higher in two
states with large Hispanic populations: California (42 percent) and Arizona (36 percent).’’

Adult Incarceration

Hispanic males born in 2001 are almost three times as likely as White males to be
incarcerated some time in their lifetime. Hispanic females born the same year are two-and-a-
half times as likely as their White peers to be incarcerated at some point.®

One in 36 working-age Hispanic men was in prison or jail in 2008, compared to one in 87
working-age White men.>®

Nearly one in 26 Hispanic men ages 30-34 were held in state or federal prison or jail in 2010,
compared to one in 63 White men that same age.*



* Hispanic adult men were incarcerated in state and federal facilities at over two-and-a-half
times the rate of White adult men in 2010, and Hispanic adult women were incarcerated at
over one-and-a-half times the rate of White adult women.®’'

Global Comparisons of U.S. Incarceration
* The U.S. has five percent of the world’s population, but 25 percent of the world’s prison
inmate population.®

« In 2008, 2.3 million or one in 100 adults in America were behind bars.®

«  The rate of incarceration in the U.S. climbed from 221% to 743% per 100,000 from 1980 to
2009. This is more than a 300 percent increase.

»  The U.S. houses more inmates than all European nations combined.®®

For more information contact:
Children’s Defense Fund
25 E Street, NW
Washington, DC 20001
(202) 628-8787
1 (800) 233-1200
www.childrensdefense.org



' U.S. Census Bureau. 2012. “CPS 2012 Annual Social and Economic Supplement.” Accessed through
g)PS Table Creator: http://www.census.gov/cps/data/cpstablecreator.html

Ibid.
® Ibid.
‘uU.s. Department of Health and Human Services. 2012. "Prior HHS Poverty Guidelines and Federal
Register References." http://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty/figures-fed-reg.shtml
® U.S. Census Bureau. 2012. “Historical Poverty Tables — People,” Table 3: Poverty Status, by Age, Race
and Hispanic Origin. http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/poverty/data/historical/people.html
6 U.S. Census Bureau. 2012. “CPS 2012 Annual Social and Economic Supplement.” Accessed through
QPS Table Creator: http://www.census.gov/cps/data/cpstablecreator.html

Ibid.
8 U.S. Census Bureau. 2012. “CPS 2012 Annual Social and Economic Supplement,” Table POVO07:
Families with Related Children Under 18 by Number of Working Family Members and Family Structure.
http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/cpstables/032012/pov/toc.htm
° U.S. Census Bureau. 2011. “America’s Families and Living Arrangements: 2011,” Table C9.
:wottp://www.census.qov/hhes/famiIies/data/cpsZO1 1.html

Ibid.
" The Pew Charitable Trusts. 2010. “Collateral Costs: Incarceration’s Effect on Economic Mobility.”
http://www.pewtrusts.org/uploadedFiles/wwwpewtrustsorg/Reports/Economic _Mobility/Collateral%20Cost
$%20FINAL.pdf

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 2011. “Births: Final Data for 2010,” Table 14. National
Vital Statistics Reports, 61(1). http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nvsr/nvsr61/nvsr61_01.pdf.
'3 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 2011. “Births: Final Data for 2010,” Table 7. National Vital
Statistics Reports, 61(1). http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nvsr/nvsr61/nvsr61_01.pdf
" U.S. Census Bureau. 2012. “CPS 2012 Annual Social and Economic Supplement,” Table FINC-03.
:wsttp://www.census.qov/hhes/www/cpstables/032012/faminc/fin003 000.htm

Ibid.
'® U.S. Census Bureau. 2012. “CPS 2012 Annual Social and Economic Supplement,” Table POVO07.
http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/cpstables/032012/pov/toc.htm
" Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. "VitalStats - Births," tables for Prenatal Care.
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data_access/vitalstats/VitalStats Births.htm
K Congressional Research Service. 2012. "Health Insurance Coverage of Children, 2010," Tables 1
and 2. http://www.kidswellcampaign.org/docs/other-resources/health-insurance-coverage-of-children-
2010.pdf?Status=Master
¥ Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 2012. “Summary Health Statistics for U.S. Children:
National Health Interview Survey, 2011.” Table IV.
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/series/sr 10/sr10_254.pdf
%0 American Association of School Administrators. 2003. “A Childhood Epidemic.” School Governance &
Leadership 5(1). http://www.aasa.org/uploadedFiles/Resources/files/AASAAsthmaWellness.pdf
21Ogden, Cynthia L., Margaret D. Carroll, Brian K. Kit, and Katherine M. Flegal. 2012. “Prevalence of
Obesity and Trends in Body Mass Index among U.S. Children and Adolescents,” Tables 2. JAMA 307(5).
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=1104933
“2 Child Trends. 2009 “Disparities in Early Learning and Development: Lessons from the Early Childhood
Longitudinal Study — Birth Cohort (ECLS-B).” http://www.childtrends.org/Files/Child Trends-
2009 07 10 _FR DisparitiesEL.pdf
“u.s. Department of Education. 2010. “Status and Trends in the Education of Racial and Ethnic Groups
SNCES 2010-015),” Table 10. http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2010/2010015.pdf
* Flores, Glenn, Sandra C. Tomany-Korman and Lynn Olson. 2005. “Does Disadvantage Start at Home?
Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Health-Related Early Childhood Home Routines and Safety Practices.”
Archives of Pediatric Adolescence 159: 158-165.
http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=485934




% Farkas, George. 2003. “Racial Disparities and Discrimination in Education: What Do We know, How Do
We Know It, and What Do We Need to Know?” Teachers College Record 105(6):1119-1146.
http://lime.weeg.uiowa.edu/~c07b154/farkas.pdf
“® U.S. Department of Education. 2012. “The Condition of Education,” Table A-17-1.
http://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/tables/table-tsp-1.asp
“" Calculations by Children’s Defense Fund using data from: U.S. Department of Education.” NAEP Data
%xplorer.” http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/about/naeptools.asp

Ibid.
# U.S. Department of Education. 2011. “Digest of Education Statistics,” Tables 153 and 157.
http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/2011menu_tables.asp
P u.s. Department of Education. 2012. “Office for Civil Rights: The Transformed Civil Rights Data
3C1ollection (CRDC).” http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/crdc-2012-data-summary.pdf

Ibid.
%2 |bid.
Bu.s. Department of Education. 2011. “Public School Graduates and Dropouts from the Common Core
of Data: School Year 2008-09,” Tables 1 and 2. http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2011/graduates/tables.asp
% Balfanz, R., Bridgeland, J., Moore, L., and Fox, J. 2010. “Building a Grad Nation: Progress and
Challenge in Ending the High School Dropout Epidemic.” Percentages from Balfanz email, 12/10/2010.
% The Council of the Great City Schools 2011. “Today’s Promise, Tomorrow’s Future: The Social and
Educational Factors Contributing to the Outcomes of Hispanics in Urban Schools,” Figure 6.7.
http://www.cgcs.org/cms/lib/DC00001581/Centricity/Domain/4/HispanicStudy2011.pdf
% U.S. Department of Education. 2011. “Digest of Education Statistics,” Table 213.
http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/2011menu_tables.asp
" Bureau of Labor Statistics. “Labor Force Statistics including the National Unemployment Rate (Current
Population Survey - CPS).” One-Screen Data Search. Table A-17. http://www.bls.gov/cps/
% Bureau of Labor Statistics. “Labor Force Statistics including the National Unemployment Rate (Current
Population Survey - CPS).” One-Screen Data Search. http://www.bls.gov/cps/
% Economic Policy Institute. 2012. “The Class of 2012: Labor Market for Young Graduates Remains
Grim.” http://www.epi.org/files/2012/bp340-labor-market-young-graduates.pdf
“0 Bureau of Labor Statistics. “Labor Force Statistics including the National Unemployment Rate (Current
Population Survey - CPS).” One-Screen Data Search. http://www.bls.gov/cps/
*! The Pew Charitable Trusts. 2010. “Collateral Costs: Incarceration’s Effect on Economic Mobility,”
Table A-3.
http://www.pewtrusts.org/uploadedFiles/wwwpewtrustsorg/Reports/Economic _Mobility/Collateral%20Cost
$%20FINAL.pdf

U.S. Census Bureau. 2012. “Current Population Survey, 2011 Annual Social and Economic
Supplement,” Table PINC-03.
rsttp://www.census.qov/hhes/www/cpstables/032012/perinc/pin003 000.htm

Ibid.
* Pew Research Center. 2011. “Wealth Gaps Rise to Record Highs Between Whites, Blacks, and
Eispanics.” http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/files/2011/07/SDT-Wealth-Report 7-26-11_FINAL.pdf

Ibid.
*® Ibid.
4 Corporation for Enterprise Development. 2012. “2012 Assets & Opportunity Scorecard.”
http://assetsandopportunity.org/assets/2012_scorecard.pdf
8 Center for Responsible Lending. 2011. “Lost Ground 2011: Disparities in Mortgage Lending and
Foreclosures.” http://www.responsiblelending.org/mortgage-lending/research-analysis/Lost-Ground-
2011.pdf

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 2011. "Child Maltreatment 2010," Table 3-13.
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/pubs/cm10/
Yu.s. Department of Health and Human Services. 2011. "Child Maltreatment 2010," Figure 4-2.
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/pubs/cm10/
°" Children’s Defense Fund. 2012. “Protect Children, Not Guns 2012.”
?Zj[tp://www.chiIdrensdefense.orq/chiId-research-data-pubIications/data/protect-chiIdren-not-quns-2012.pdf

Ibid.




% |bid.
% Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention. 2011. "Easy Access to the Census of Juveniles
in Residential Placement." http://www.ojjdp.gov/ojstatbb/ezacjrp/
** The Campaign for Youth Justice and the National Council of La Raza. 2009. “America’s Invisible
Children: Latino Youth and the Failure of Justice.”
www.campaignforyouthjustice.org/documents/Latino_Brief.pdf
% Liptak, Adam, and Ethan Bronner. 2012. “Justices Bar Mandatory Life Terms for Juveniles.” New York
Times, June 25. http://www.nytimes.com/2012/06/26/us/justices-bar-mandatory-life-sentences-for-
juveniles.html
" The Sentencing Project. “No Exit: The Expanding Use of Life Sentences in America,” Table 9.
http://www.sentencingproject.org/doc/publications/publications/inc_noexitseptember2009.pdf
*% Bureau of Justice Statistics. 2003. “Prevalence of Imprisonment in the U.S. Population, 1974-2001.”
http://bjs.ojp.usdoj.gov/content/pub/pdf/piusp01.pdf
* The Pew Charitable Trusts. 2010. “Collateral Costs: Incarceration’s Effect on Economic Mobility.”
http://www.pewtrusts.org/uploadedFiles/wwwpewtrustsorg/Reports/Economic _Mobility/Collateral%20Cost
$%20FINAL.pdf

Bureau of Justice Statistics. 2011. “Correctional Population in the United States, 2010,” Appendix
Table 3. http://bjs.ojp.usdoj.gov/content/pub/pdf/cpus10.pdf
®' Bureau of Justice Statistics. 2012. “Prisoners in 2010,” Table 14.
http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/p10.pdf
62 Loury, Glenn C. and Bruce Western. 2010. “Introduction: The Challenge of Mass Incarceration in
America.” Daedalus: Journal of the American Academy of the Arts and Sciences, Summer: 5-7.
® The Pew Charitable Trusts. 2010. “Collateral Costs: Incarceration’s Effect on Economic Mobility.”
http://www.pewtrusts.org/uploadedFiles/wwwpewtrustsorg/Reports/Economic _Mobility/Collateral%20Cost
$%20FINAL.pdf

Pettit, Becky and Bruce Western. 2010. “Incarceration and Social Inequality.” Daedalus: Journal of the
American Academy of the Arts and Sciences, Summer: 8-19.
® International Centre for Prison Studies. 2011. “World Prison Population List (Ninth Edition).”
http://www.prisonstudies.org/images/news _events/wppl9.pdf
® Calculations by Children’s Defense Fund using data from: International Centre for Prison Studies.
2011. “World Prison Population List (Ninth Edition).”
http://www.prisonstudies.org/images/news_events/wppl9.pdf




e Hispanic children are nearly
three times as likely to be poor
as White children.

e One in six Hispanic children is
uninsured, compared to 1 in 10
White children.

e Hispanic males born in 2001
are almost three times as likely
as White males to be incarcerated
some time in their lifetime.

Children’s Defense Fund

25 E Street, NW
Washington, DC 20001
(202) 628-8787
www.childrensdefense.org



